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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: Finished chapel renovation. | 
Taking out the old pews. | Installing new solid oak pews. | 
Volunteers hauling old pews out of the church.

This past summer, St. Al's chapel was renovated with new carpet, tile, and pews. 
Details inside!



It has been a great fall se-
mester so far, and we’ve got a 
lot more still ahead!

I’m excited to bring you the 
story of our recent chapel 
renovations which have been 
in the works for several years.  
After much planning, fundrais-
ing, and scheduling, the work 
went off pretty smoothly this 
past summer. Ernie’s lead gift 
made it all possible (more on 
him in coming pages). I hope 
you like the results, and if you 
haven’t seen the chapel in per-
son in a while, please come 
visit! The proof is in the sitting 
and kneeling (when it comes to 
new pews!)

Everything we do here is for the 
students and to impact their 
lives. The new pews even have 
extra legroom for a tall guy like 
Zach, a sophomore whose pic-
tures have been gracing this 
newsletter since he arrived. Sr. 
Jacqueline has really been dig-
ging into the ministry here, and 
getting to know students both 
old and new. Madi, our fresh-
man feature on the back cover, 
has only been here a couple 
months, but is already an im-
portant part of our community, 
too!

Thank you for all the ways you 
support for St. Al's and make 
our ministry possible!

IN MANY PLACES  Mass attendance and involvement is 
shrinking, but not here. Mass attendance has been on the 
rise and an incredible number of students have gotten in-
volved in the community in an intentional way. 

The music ministry program is growing, there are regularly over 100 students 
active in Catholic Bible studies, and for the last two years St. Al’s has been able 
to build a full “Ice Chapel” out of snow for the now-annual “Ice Mass” while still 
managing to take first place in the all-nighter snow statue competition and the 
special events competitions.

Witnessing all of this gives us a lot of 
hope, especially since these students 
are graduating and going out to become 
leaders in parishes around the country. 
Increased participation has brought add-
ed expenses, but your generosity has al-
lowed us to keep serving these students.

By design, St. Al’s is not directly funded by the Diocese of Marquette or by Michi-
gan Tech, but rather by the support of alumni, parents, parishioners and friends 
like you. This has allowed St. Al’s to grow and to reach increasing numbers of 
students effectively. 

A BIG thank you to all who participated in our second annual Back-to-School 
Matching Gift Challenge! More than $20,000 in donations came in to earn us the 
entire $10,000 match that was pledged. All told, $30,156 came in from the Chal-
lenge, giving St. Al’s a huge boost as we prepared for our busiest time of year. Ad-
ditionally, thank you to all of the graduates who took part in our first ever Senior 
Class Gift as the school year came to a close. Graduating seniors (and a few other 
recent graduates) collectively pledged $29,750 over the next four years as a way to 
give back to the parish that served them throughout their college years. 

—RHEN HOEHN, DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR

Stewardship Update
PA S T O R ’ S 
N O T E

Fr Ben
H A S S E Mark your calendars!

ICE MASS 2018
FEB. 9 (FRIDAY OF WINTER CARNIVAL)

MASS IN THE STUDENT-BUILT ICE CHAPEL

FOLLOWED BY A CHILI FEED

RHEN WITH HIS WIFE 
KYLIE AND SONS BLAISE 

(3) AND AMBROSE (1)



OVER THE PAST YEAR,you may have noticed some particularly exceptional pictures in our newsletters or on the St. Al’s 
Facebook page (facebook.com/stagmtu). Many of these pictures are thanks to the wonderful photography work of second 
year computer engineering student Zach Smith.

Zach grew up in Belleville, Michigan. In eighth or ninth grade he got an iPhone 4 and began experimenting with photogra-
phy. He bought a camera in high school and has been working to improve his photography ever since.

During his senior year in high school Zach visited Michigan Tech. During that trip he discovered St. Al’s, and he wasted no 
time getting involved in Orientation Week activities at the church during his first year at Tech. Zach connected with one of 
the FOCUS missionaries at St. Al’s to lead adventures around the Keweenaw throughout the school year, and he was also 
“volun-told” into leadership of the Friday Night Fireside Fellowship program at the church (he happily accepted).

ZACH'S FAVORITE THING TO PHOTOGRAPH? “The aurora borealis (northern lights). Fortunately, Michigan Tech is 
in a great place for viewing the aurora. Often when the forecast is favorable some friends and I will head up to the beach at 
Calumet Waterworks with the camera.”

A new tool in Zach’s photography is a drone, which he obtained over the summer. The drone has helped him to get shots 
from new, breathtaking angles. For those wondering, Zach’s current camera of choice is a Sony a5100 mirrorless camera, and 
he uses a wide assortment of lenses. 

A selection of his photography work is featured on the next two pages, and you can see more at his website which can be 
found at WWW.BIT.LY/ZTSMITH

Zach Smith
THROUGH HIS LENS

ORIENTATION WEEK HIKE TO BARE 
BLUFF, PICTURE FROM ZACH'S DRONE.



DOUGLASS HOUGHTON FALLS FROM ABOVE.

HIGH ROCK BAY, THE TIP OF KEWEENAW.

EAGLE RIVER SCENIC TURNOUT

THE MEEM PEEKS THROUGH HEAVY 
FOG ON A SATURDAY MORNING.

COVERED ROAD IN PEAK FALL COLORS.



FR. BEN CELEBRATING MASS AT CALUMET WATERWORKS.

COOKING LUNCH ON MT. BALDY.

AURORA OVER CALUMET WATERWORKS, 
SEPTEMBER 7 AT 9:21 P.M.

BONFIRE AT THE BARN DANCE.

MILKY WAY AT THE PHOENIX FIRE TOWER.



OVER THE COURSE OF THIS SUMMER, St. Al’s was able to undertake a 
project that was several years in the making.

Over the past decade or more the veneer on the pews in the chapel, which were 
installed when the building opened in 1964, had been flaking off. Their feet had 
begun to rot from years of water damage due to mopping what was originally tile 
floor. The carpeting in the chapel was held down by a faulty glue that allowed it 
to buckle in the summer heat and humidity, causing a serious tripping hazard. 
Additionally, the tile beneath the carpet was found to be asbestos-bearing.

Several years ago Ernie Griff (more about him on the page, at right) stepped up 
to make a major lead gift toward the renovation of the chapel, planned by Fr. Al 
Mott (St. Al's pastor, 2009-2013). More recently, another thirteen families helped 
to cover the rest of the $117,000 project, and work began.

While the students were away for the summer, the old carpet was removed, 
asbestos tile was abated, and old pews were taken out with the help of many 
volunteers. 

The carpet in the sanctuary area around the altar was replaced with a ceramic 
white tile to set that area apart from the rest of the chapel. The center aisle 
received a more flexible stone-appearance luxury vinyl tile to draw attention 
toward the altar and to allow for easy cleanup when sand and salt are tracked in 
during the winter months. The rest of the chapel was carpeted. Finally, new solid 
oak pews were installed. 

Our sincerest THANK YOU to all of those that donated and volunteered to 
make this project happen!

THE OLD 
WAS MADENew!

PART-WAY THROUGH RENOVATION, TILE IS IN, OLD 
PEWS ARE OUT, CARPET WAITING TO BE REPLACED.

MOVING THE 20-FOOT SIDE SECTION PEWS.

PEW PARTS LAID OUT FOR ASSEMBLY BY 
VOLUNTEERS.

NEW CARPET AND TILE AISLE READY FOR 
NEW PEWS.



IN 1956, ERNIE GRIFF ARRIVED AT MICHIGAN TECH to start a job in the 
math department. He has been here ever since.

In school at UW Madison Ernie had been the president of the Newman Club, so 
he wanted to support what was, at that time, the Newman Club at Michigan Tech. 
A few years after Ernie arrived, construction began on St. Albert the Great, so he 
has been present for the entire history of the parish!

As the building turned 50 years old in 2013, Ernie made a generous lead donation 
to cover part of the $117,000 that would be used for updates which were needed 
to keep the chapel suitable for years to come (see previous page). 

Shortly afterward there was a shuffling of pastors and the project was put on hold 
as Fr. Ben moved in and gained his bearings. More recently, the project moved 
forward as the generous support of thirteen more families covered the entire ex-
pense of the renovation.

Ernie was happy to see the improvements made, especially with the growing Mass 
attendance and student involvement that the parish has seen since the arrival of a 
FOCUS team at St. Al’s in 2014. 

Ernie retired from Michigan Tech 30 years ago but he continues to be involved in 
the Knights of Columbus and on the Finance Council at St. Al’s sister parish, St. 
Anne’s in Chassell. He is also very involved in a variety of community organiza-
tions and takes great pride in doing what he can to support local churches and 
schools.

Since I came to St. Al’s my life 
has truly been a new, exciting 
adventure. Thanks to all of the 
students and parishioners the 
transition has been such a joy.  
The kindness and generosity 
has been appreciated, as well as 
the friendliness and inviting me 
into conversations and explain-
ing technological backgrounds 
in terms I can understand. I have 
been elated to witness the con-
cern that students have for each 
other, the inclusion of everyone 
at events, and how everyone 
pitches in—especially the as-
sembly line for the homemade 
onion rings (delicious, and to 
think there were still many left 
after my indulging!).

My greatest inspiration is to see 
so many students at Mass, really 
participating. I am happy to see 
many sharing and encouraging 
others in their faith—we all need 
support to continue the jour-
ney. I am amazed at the number 
of students taking the time out 
of busy schedules in adoration 
with the Lord—a great way to 
be with the One we love. It is a 
joy that my ministry gives me 
extra time in prayer for you and 
your intentions. I pray that each 
of you will discern God’s will and 
how He wants you to share your 
personality, talents, and gifts as 
disciples and companions on 
life’s journey.

Sister
J A C Q U E L I N E

Ernie Griff
L E A D  C H A P E L  R E N O V AT I O N  D O N O R



The start of the fall semester is generally the busiest time of the year around St. 
Al’s. We asked one of our new St. Al’s students this fall what that experience and 
transition has been like. 

Madi Hollman is from Waukesha, WI. She was active at her home parish in high 
school as a teacher and liturgical minister, but she did not have a particularly active 
group of peers to connect with. When she arrived at Michigan Tech she got involved 
at St. Al’s right away, and that made the transition very easy.

Every August a large group of upperclassmen returns to campus early to organize 
events at St.  Al’s during the freshman orientation week with the help of the FOCUS 
team. Events are held throughout the week to introduce the new students and their 
families to St. Al’s and help them plug into a strong faith community as they begin 
their new life away from home.

As Madi described the experience, “In just my first few days transitioning to my new 
home I found so many new friends at St. Al’s. With the numerous events going on 
every day and examples of people living their faith all around, it has not been hard 
to start forming good habits and learning more about my faith. St. Al’s has made my 
transition much smoother and helped me to keep God in my daily life.”

Madi Hollman
S T U D E N T  P R O F I L E
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